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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1,6-10, 15-19, 24-29, 34-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by SHIPLEY et al. (6,907,345). 

As per claim 1, Shipley teaches the claimed "method", comprising: "zooming into 
or out of an image having at least one object" (Shipley, figure 6 shows the example of a 
zoomed map), "wherein at least some elements of the at least one object are scaled up 
and/or down in a way that is non-physically proportional to one or more zoom levels 
associated with the zooming" (Shipley, the portions of the map are non-physically 
zoomed according to their distances from a point of interest; column 5, lines 30-49). 

Claim 6 adds into claim 1 "at least some elements of the at least one object are 
also scaled up and/or down in a way that is physically proportional to one or more zoom 
levels associated with the zooming" (Shipley, the portions lie completely within the 
zones defined by distance from the area of interest; column 6, lines 25-54). 



Claim 7 adds into claim 6 "the physically proportional scaling may be expressed 
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by the following formula: p=c.d/z, where p is a linear size in pixels of one or more 
elements of the object, c is a constant, d is a real or imputed linear size in physical units 
of the one or more elements of the object, and z is the zoom level in physical linear 
size/pixel" (Shipley, some portions of the perspective view of map of figure 6 may use 
the perspective projection according to the claimed formula, see Applicant admission of 
prior art in paragraph [0059]; furthermore, the claimed phrase "may be expresses" does 
not require a definite feature). 

Claim 8 adds into claim 6 "the elements of the object are of varying degrees of 
coarseness" (Shipley, different scales for portions of the map); and "the scaling of the 
elements at a given zoom level are physically proportional or non-physically proportional 
based on at least one of: (i) a degree of coarseness of such elements; and (ii) the zoom 
level" (Shipley, the scaling of the portions are dependent on the zoom levels). 

Claim 9 adds into claim 8 "the object is a roadmap, the elements of the object are 
roads, and the varying degrees of coarseness are road hierarchies; and the scaling of a 
given road at a given zoom level is physically proportional or non-physically proportional 
based on: (i) the road hierarchy of the given road; and (ii) the zoom level" (Shipley 
shows a roadmap with varying of road hierarchies in figure 6). 



Claims 10, and 15-18 claim a storage medium storing a computer software 
performing the method of claims 1 , 6-9, respectively; therefore, they are rejected under 
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Claims 19, and 24-27 claim an apparatus performing the method of claims 1, 6-9, 
respectively; therefore, they are rejected under the same reason. 

As per claim 28, Shipley teaches the claimed "method", comprising: "preparing a 
plurality of images of different zoom levels of at least one object" (Shipley, figure 6 
shows the example of a zoomed map with different scales for its portions), "wherein at 
least some elements of the at least one object are scaled up and/or down in a way that 
is non-physically proportional to one or more zoom levels" (Shipley, the portions of the 
map are non-physically zoomed according to their distances from a point of interest; 
column 5, lines 30-49). 

Claim 29 adds into claim 28 "the images are pre-rendered at a source terminal 
for delivery to a client terminal" (Shipley, column 4, lines 22-24). 

Claims 34-37 depend upon the claim 28 and claim the same features of claims 6- 
9; therefore, they are rejected under the same reason. 



Claims 2-5, 11-14, 20-23, 30-33 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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The allowable feature in claim 2 and its dependent claims 3-5, and similarly, 
claim 11 and its dependent claims 12-14, claim 20 and its dependent claims 21-23, 
claim 30 and its dependent claims 31-34, is "the non-physically proportional scaling may 
be expressed by the following formula: p=d\z.sup.a, where p is a linear size in pixels of 
one or more elements of the object at the zoom level, d' is an imputed linear size of the 
one or more elements of the object in physical units, z is the zoom level in units of 
physical linear size/pixel, and a is a power law where a is not equal to -1 . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phu K. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272 
7645. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on (571) 272 7664. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Phu K. Nguyen 
June 23, 2006 
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